
We sincerely thank the Minister for Veterans’ Affairs, the Honourable Bruce Billson MP, and the ANZAC Commemorative Committee

for our grant of $4000. This grant was available under the Australian Government’s Commemorations Program, with the sole purpose of

assisting with the installation of a Memorial Peace Garden and a flagpole. The flag pole was a gift from the Australian Government. We

also thank the RSL for their gift of $500 towards this project.

Presently the Memorial Peace Garden features three plaques; The Ode; Anzac Day Commemoration Committee plaque; and, the

Anzac Pine (Pinus Halepensis) plaque. This garden is in memory of those who gave their lives in defence of our country. It provides a

sacred place and opportunity for students, parents, and staff of our College to take time out and reflect with pride and gratitude for those

who lost their lives defending our democracy and the values we uphold. At St Andrew’s Catholic College we see it as our responsibility

to continue to encourage young Australians to seek a greater understanding of the Anzac spirit and encourage them to ensure it is

never lost.

Throughout the construction of this garden the contractors mentioned how honoured they were to be part of this project. They

emphasised that working on this project gave them the opportunity to give back something to those whose work of love transcended all

limits and conditions; those who gave their lives for our freedom. Please spend some time with your children in this area. Outline the

importance of this place and speak to them about its sacredness.

Over the next few weeks, our garden will feature another plaque. A plaque will be placed in our Memorial Peace Garden in loving

memory of St Andrew’s RSL representative (2001-2009); 426146 Mr Colin Newbery, Flying Officer, 100 Squadron RAAF – in

dedication to his commitment to St Andrew’s Catholic College. During our service on Friday, the St Andrew’s Community honoured Mr

Newbery and paid tribute to the values of courage, hope, sincerity, love and compassion he displayed throughout his life. Our students

were proud to be St Andrew’s students and showed absolute respect through their behaviour and involvement.


